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The efforts of Canada’s sustainable outdoor sport tourism 

development 
―Focusing on effects of place attachment on pro-environmental behavior of outdoor sport 

tourists―

An Uesugi * Yasuhiro Kudo ** 

Abstract 

Tourism especially utilizing natural resource is drawing attention as a key pillar of the industry in 
Japan. It is reported that the needs for nature as a local tourism resource is very strong and is a decisive 
reason for selecting local destinations in Japan. Developing nature areas, especially in the rural areas, 
can diffuse the concentration of tourists from the city to rural areas. But Japan lags behind developed 
countries such as North America in tourism utilizing natural resources under the idea of sustainability. 
Both the system of sustainable tourism and tourists’ interest in environment are at a low level in Japan. 
It is considered that outdoor sports are effective as an opportunity to become interested in the 
environment. 

The purpose of this study was to collect the case of Canada’s national park which developed the idea 
of sustainability and consider how to promote sustainable tourism utilizing sport in Japan, and to 
examine the effect of place attachment to local natural resource to pro-environmental behavior and 
revisit intentions through outdoor leisure. 

Collecting data from secondary sources and fieldwork in Jasper national park and Banff national 
park, there are some efforts that continuously utilize nature as sport tourism resources: zoning, 
interpretive program, tourist’s conflict management. 

The paper survey’s sample of Japanese outdoor sport tourists consisted of Japanese visitors to 
outdoor leisure facility located in Ikeda-town Fukui-prefecture in Japan, which is covered by 90% forest.  
The questions on this survey included the following topics: personal attributes, information sources, visit 
frequency, place attachment, place-related pro-environmental intentions, and revisit intentions. 
Following previous research, we employed a place attachment scale designed to measure two concepts 
(Williams, 2000): place dependence (i.e., a functional attachment) and place identity (i.e., an emotional 
attachment). The effects of place attachment on pro-environmental behavior and revisit intentions was 
examined using a structural equation model. Results showed that outdoor sport tourists’ functional 
attachment rather than emotional attachment to Ikeda-town were associated with their place-related 
pro-environmental behavior and revisit intentions.  
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